
 

 

 
 
 

May 17, 2013 
 
The Honorable Kimberly D. Bose 
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20426  
 

Re:   Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Docket No. ER12-1772-_____  
  Compliance Filing of Southwest Power Pool, Inc.   
 
Dear Secretary Bose: 
 
I. BACKGROUND AND COMPLIANCE FILING 
 

On May 11, 2012, in the above captioned docket, Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
(“SPP”) submitted for filing revisions1 to its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“Tariff”)2 
to authorize SPP to revise a provision in Attachment O of its Tariff regarding the 
provision of transmission planning data pursuant to confidentiality agreements.   
 
 On April 18, 2013, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“Commission”) 
accepted in part, effective July 26, 2010, and rejected in part, the May 11 Filing.3 
Specifically, the Commission rejected SPP’s proposed revisions to section VII.7(d) of 
Attachment O to the SPP Tariff that state: 
  

However, “Competitive Duties” shall not include those duties enumerated above 
by an entity that has received a Commission-approved waiver of the 
Commission’s Standards of Conduct requirement.4 

 
The Commission accepted the remaining portion of SPP’s proposed Tariff revisions 
addressing the provision of transmission planning data pursuant to confidentiality 

                                                 
1  See Compliance Filing Revising Tariff in Response to Commission Order in 

Docket Nos. ER08-1419-003, ER08-1419-004 of Southwest Power Pool, Inc., 
Docket No. ER12-1772-000 (May 11, 2012) (“May 11 Filing”).   

2  Southwest Power Pool, Inc., FERC Electric Tariff, Sixth Revised Volume No. 1. 

3  See Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 143 FERC ¶ 61,039 (2013) (“April 18 Order”).   

4  See id. at PP 17-21. 
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agreements.5 The Commission directed SPP to submit a compliance filing, within 30 days 
from the April 18 Order, to remove the rejected language.6  
  

Accordingly, SPP submits this compliance filing to remove the language rejected 
in the April 18 Order as directed by the Commission.  SPP attaches to this filing a clean 
and redlined version of the revised Attachment O, Section VII.7(d) reflecting the removal 
of the rejected language. 

 
Additionally, in the April 18 Order, the Commission characterized SPP’s 

Confidentiality Agreement for Non-Competitive Duty Personnel for Disclosure of 
Confidential and Protected Material and CEII as 
 

explicitly requir[ing] that such resource-specific data shall not be used for 
any purpose(s) other than those specified in this agreement (i.e., 
performing transmission planning and/or transmission operations 
activities; participating in the transmission planning process pursuant to 
the Tariff and/or replicating the results of specified transmission planning 
studies; validating generation interconnection study results or aggregate 
study results; for any other use which has been approved in writing by 
SPP in advance and with such prior written approval attached to this 
agreement. . .7  
 

SPP clarifies that, pursuant to the terms of the Confidentiality Agreement, such resource-
specific data shall not be used for any purpose(s) other than to participate in the 
transmission planning process pursuant to Attachment O of the SPP Tariff and/or to 
replicate the results of specified transmission planning studies. 
 

                                                 
5  See id. at P 21. 

6  See id. at P 20.  

7  Id. at 8, n.29. 
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II. PRIOR COMPLIANCE FILINGS AFFECTING ATTACHMENT O, 
SECTION VII 

 
 On March 30, 2012, SPP submitted revisions to its Tariff to comply with the 
February 29, 2012 Order issued in Docket Nos. ER09-659-002 and EL12-2-000.8  
Commission action is still pending.  SPP is including the pending language found in the 
March 30 Filing in the attached clean and redlined versions submitted with this filing.9 
  

On July 31, 2012, SPP submitted revisions to its Tariff to comply with the 
February 29, 2012 Order issued in Docket Nos. ER09-659-002 and EL12-2-000.10  
Commission action is still pending.  SPP is including the pending language found in the 
July 31 Filing in the attached clean and redlined versions submitted with this filing.11 
 
III. EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 Consistent with the April 18 Order, SPP requests an effective date of  
July 26, 2010,12 for this compliance filing.   
 
IV. DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED WITH THIS FILING 
 
 SPP submits the following in this filing: 
 
 (1) This transmittal letter; 
 

(2) A redlined copy of Section VII.7(d) of Attachment O to the SPP Tariff;  

                                                 
8  See Compliance Filing Revising Tariff in Response to Commission Order in 

Docket Nos. ER09-659-002 and EL12-2-000 of Southwest Power Pool, Inc., 
Docket No. ER12-1402-000 (Mar. 30, 2012) (“March 30 Filing”). 

9  See Proposed Tariff at section VII.8(b) (pending language: “Individuals that do 
not belong to a confirmed pre-screened Member or Market Participant shall be 
directed to the Commission’s website for instructions for access to CEII 
information.”). 

10  See Compliance Filing Revising Tariff in Response to Commission Order in 
Docket Nos. ER09-659-002 and EL12-2-000 of Southwest Power Pool, Inc., 
Docket No. ER12-2366-000 (July 31, 2012) (“July 31 Filing”). 

11  See Proposed Tariff at section VII.8(b) (pending language: “Individuals that do 
not belong to a confirmed pre-screened Member or Market Participant shall make 
application for approval to obtain CEII used in the transmission planning process 
in accordance with the procedures posted on the SPP website.”). 

12  See April 18 Order at P 1. 
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(3) A clean copy of Section VII.7(d) of Attachment O to the SPP Tariff; and  
 
(4) A Certificate of Service.   

 
V. CONCLUSION 
 
 Consistent with the effective date specified in the April 18 Order, SPP requests 
that the Commission accept this compliance filing, effective July 26, 2010.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 /s/ Susan E. Polk 
Susan E. Polk 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc.  
201 Worthen Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72223 
Telephone: (501) 614-3260 
spolk@spp.org 
 
Attorney for 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

 



 

 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon each 

person designated on the official service listed compiled by the Secretary in these 

proceedings.  

Dated at Little Rock, AR, this 17th day of May, 2013. 

 
 

/s/ Susan E. Polk 
Susan E. Polk 
 
Attorney for 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

 



VII. Information Exchange 

1) Data Requirements 

 

a) Any entity that is subject to the NERC Reliability Standards is 

required to provide data to the Transmission Provider in 

accordance the NERC Reliability Standards for Modeling, Data 

and Analysis (the “NERC MOD Standards”).  

 

b) When an entity has developed a preliminary engineering concept 

for new facilities that impact the interconnected operation of the 

Transmission System, it shall contact the Transmission Provider so 

that the optimal integration of any new facilities and potentially 

benefiting parties can be identified. 

 

c) In preparation for the annual update of transmission planning 

models for each annual planning cycle, Members, Transmission 

Customers, Transmission Owners, Generation Interconnection 

Customers and all other stakeholders must provide to the 

Transmission Provider the data specified in this Section VII.   

 

d) During the course of the annual planning cycle, if material changes 

to the data occur, the data owners must provide timely written 

notice to the Transmission Provider.   

 

e) The format required to submit modeling data shall be posted on the 

SPP website.   

 

f) The modeling data shall be posted on the SPP website with 

password protected access. 

 

2) Owners of transmission facilities shall provide to the Transmission 

Provider:   

 

a) Modeling data for power flow, short-circuit and stability analysis; 

 

b) Detailed power system models of their transmission systems and 

provide updates to their models via a password protected web 

based application; 

 

c) Data regarding the design and operation of their transmission 

facilities;  

 

d) Their FERC Form 715; 

 

e) Their individual company-specific planning criteria; 

 



f) Planning grade cost estimates and schedules for upgrades in the 

SPP Transmission Expansion Plan in a timely manner;  

 

g) Their five-year transmission construction plans; and 

 

h) Their transmission fixed charge rate. 

 

3) Generator owners shall provide to the Transmission Provider: 

 

a) Modeling data for power flow, short-circuit and stability analysis; 

 

b) Data for planned additions or upgrades, including status and 

expected in-service dates, planned retirements and environmental 

restrictions; and  

 

c) Modeling data to perform economic planning studies in accordance 

with Sections III and IV of this Attachment O.  Data required to 

model generating units for the economic planning studies is 

documented in the Transmission Network Economic Modeling and 

Methods manual which shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

4) Transmission Customers 

 

a) Network Customers shall provide the Transmission Provider an 

update of the information on its Network Integration Transmission 

Service application with a ten year forecast of summer and winter 

load at each delivery point and ten year projection of network 

resources and with any other information that has changed from 

the original application.  

 

b) Point-to-point Transmission Customers shall provide to the 

Transmission Provider their good faith projections on their need 

for service including transmission capacity, duration and points of 

delivery and receipt over the ten year planning horizon. 

 

c) Transmission Customers with existing and planned demand 

response resources, including demand response resources, shall 

provide information on such resources. 

 

5) Neighboring Transmission Providers and RTOs 

 

In accordance with applicable agreements and Section VIII of this 

Attachment O, the Transmission Provider shall exchange with neighboring 

Transmission Providers and RTOs the data required for the development 

of power flow cases, short-circuit cases and stability cases over the ten 

year planning horizon.   

 



6) Stakeholder Access to Transmission Planning Information 

 

a) The planning information, data, and models provided pursuant to 

this Section VII shall be sufficient to allow parties to replicate 

results of the planning studies. 

 

b) The Transmission Provider shall provide a secure web-based 

workspace for hosting and sharing planning information, data, and 

models. 

 

c) The secure web-based workspace shall be password protected and 

require CEII clearance in accordance with Section VII.8 of this 

Attachment O. 

 

d) Instructions to obtain access to the Transmission Provider’s power 

flow models shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

e) Instructions to obtain copies of the Transmission Provider’s 

transmission planning maps shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

7) Confidentiality Requirements 

 

a) The Transmission Provider shall make all reasonable efforts to 

preserve the confidentiality of information in accordance with the 

provisions of the Tariff and the SPP Membership Agreement. 

 

b) For those entities that have executed a confidentiality agreement, 

the Transmission Provider shall provide password protected access 

to confidential information related to the SPP Transmission 

Expansion Plan and the underlying studies and models via the SPP 

website. 

 

c) The form of confidentiality agreement shall be posted on the SPP 

website. 

 

d) The confidentiality agreement shall allow access to applicable 

system design software results needed to participate in the SPP 

Transmission Expansion Plan process, replicate the results of 

specified transmission planning studies, or to confirm assumptions 

used in creating adjusted production cost-benefit metrics used to 

analyze a specified Balanced Portfolio; provided however, if the 

results include resource-specific data (including input data), access 

will be limited to individuals that are not Competitive Duty 

Personnel.  For the purposes of this section: 

 

i) “Competitive Duty Personnel” are any individuals directly 

engaged in Competitive Duties.   



 

 ii) “Competitive Duties” include:  (1) the marketing, purchase, 

or sale of electric power at wholesale, or (2) the direct 

supervision of any employee with responsibilities for the 

marketing, purchase, or sale of electric power at wholesale.  

 

e) Other transmission planning information shall be posted on the 

SPP website and may be password protected, as appropriate. 

 

f) Confidentiality agreements shall be required for Members and 

Market Participants to receive data where the owner of the data has 

given permission to the Transmission Provider to release the data.   

 

8) Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII) Requirements 

 

a) The Transmission Provider shall take appropriate steps to protect 

CEII information. 

 

b) The Transmission Provider shall screen Members and Market 

Participants prior to providing access to CEII information.  

Individuals that do not belong to a confirmed pre-screened 

Member or Market Participant shall make application for approval 

to obtain CEII used in the transmission planning process in 

accordance with the procedures posted on the SPP website. 

 

c) For those entities that have met the CEII requirements in Section 

VII.8.b of this Attachment O, the Transmission Provider shall 

provide password protected access to CEII information related to 

the SPP Transmission Expansion Plan and the underlying studies 

and models via the SPP website. 

 

d) The Transmission Provider shall follow the guidelines set forth by 

the Commission to flag data which shall be treated as CEII 

sensitive.   

 



VII. Information Exchange 

1) Data Requirements 

 

a) Any entity that is subject to the NERC Reliability Standards is 

required to provide data to the Transmission Provider in 

accordance the NERC Reliability Standards for Modeling, Data 

and Analysis (the “NERC MOD Standards”).  

 

b) When an entity has developed a preliminary engineering concept 

for new facilities that impact the interconnected operation of the 

Transmission System, it shall contact the Transmission Provider so 

that the optimal integration of any new facilities and potentially 

benefiting parties can be identified. 

 

c) In preparation for the annual update of transmission planning 

models for each annual planning cycle, Members, Transmission 

Customers, Transmission Owners, Generation Interconnection 

Customers and all other stakeholders must provide to the 

Transmission Provider the data specified in this Section VII.   

 

d) During the course of the annual planning cycle, if material changes 

to the data occur, the data owners must provide timely written 

notice to the Transmission Provider.   

 

e) The format required to submit modeling data shall be posted on the 

SPP website.   

 

f) The modeling data shall be posted on the SPP website with 

password protected access. 

 

2) Owners of transmission facilities shall provide to the Transmission 

Provider:   

 

a) Modeling data for power flow, short-circuit and stability analysis; 

 

b) Detailed power system models of their transmission systems and 

provide updates to their models via a password protected web 

based application; 

 

c) Data regarding the design and operation of their transmission 

facilities;  

 

d) Their FERC Form 715; 

 

e) Their individual company-specific planning criteria; 

 



f) Planning grade cost estimates and schedules for upgrades in the 

SPP Transmission Expansion Plan in a timely manner;  

 

g) Their five-year transmission construction plans; and 

 

h) Their transmission fixed charge rate. 

 

3) Generator owners shall provide to the Transmission Provider: 

 

a) Modeling data for power flow, short-circuit and stability analysis; 

 

b) Data for planned additions or upgrades, including status and 

expected in-service dates, planned retirements and environmental 

restrictions; and  

 

c) Modeling data to perform economic planning studies in accordance 

with Sections III and IV of this Attachment O.  Data required to 

model generating units for the economic planning studies is 

documented in the Transmission Network Economic Modeling and 

Methods manual which shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

4) Transmission Customers 

 

a) Network Customers shall provide the Transmission Provider an 

update of the information on its Network Integration Transmission 

Service application with a ten year forecast of summer and winter 

load at each delivery point and ten year projection of network 

resources and with any other information that has changed from 

the original application.  

 

b) Point-to-point Transmission Customers shall provide to the 

Transmission Provider their good faith projections on their need 

for service including transmission capacity, duration and points of 

delivery and receipt over the ten year planning horizon. 

 

c) Transmission Customers with existing and planned demand 

response resources, including demand response resources, shall 

provide information on such resources. 

 

5) Neighboring Transmission Providers and RTOs 

 

In accordance with applicable agreements and Section VIII of this 

Attachment O, the Transmission Provider shall exchange with neighboring 

Transmission Providers and RTOs the data required for the development 

of power flow cases, short-circuit cases and stability cases over the ten 

year planning horizon.   

 



6) Stakeholder Access to Transmission Planning Information 

 

a) The planning information, data, and models provided pursuant to 

this Section VII shall be sufficient to allow parties to replicate 

results of the planning studies. 

 

b) The Transmission Provider shall provide a secure web-based 

workspace for hosting and sharing planning information, data, and 

models. 

 

c) The secure web-based workspace shall be password protected and 

require CEII clearance in accordance with Section VII.8 of this 

Attachment O. 

 

d) Instructions to obtain access to the Transmission Provider’s power 

flow models shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

e) Instructions to obtain copies of the Transmission Provider’s 

transmission planning maps shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

7) Confidentiality Requirements 

 

a) The Transmission Provider shall make all reasonable efforts to 

preserve the confidentiality of information in accordance with the 

provisions of the Tariff and the SPP Membership Agreement. 

 

b) For those entities that have executed a confidentiality agreement, 

the Transmission Provider shall provide password protected access 

to confidential information related to the SPP Transmission 

Expansion Plan and the underlying studies and models via the SPP 

website. 

 

c) The form of confidentiality agreement shall be posted on the SPP 

website. 

 

d) The confidentiality agreement shall allow access to applicable 

system design software results needed to participate in the SPP 

Transmission Expansion Plan process, replicate the results of 

specified transmission planning studies, or to confirm assumptions 

used in creating adjusted production cost-benefit metrics used to 

analyze a specified Balanced Portfolio; provided however, if the 

results include resource-specific data (including input data), access 

will be limited to individuals that are not Competitive Duty 

Personnel.  For the purposes of this section: 

 

i) “Competitive Duty Personnel” are any individuals directly 

engaged in Competitive Duties.   



 

 ii) “Competitive Duties” include:  (1) the marketing, purchase, 

or sale of electric power at wholesale, or (2) the direct 

supervision of any employee with responsibilities for the 

marketing, purchase, or sale of electric power at wholesale. 

However, “Competitive Duties” shall not include those 

duties enumerated above by an entity that has received a 

Commission-approved waiver of the Commission’s 

Standards of Conduct requirement. 

 

e) Other transmission planning information shall be posted on the 

SPP website and may be password protected, as appropriate. 

 

f) Confidentiality agreements shall be required for Members and 

Market Participants to receive data where the owner of the data has 

given permission to the Transmission Provider to release the data.   

 

8) Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII) Requirements 

 

a) The Transmission Provider shall take appropriate steps to protect 

CEII information. 

 

b) The Transmission Provider shall screen Members and Market 

Participants prior to providing access to CEII information.  

Individuals that do not belong to a confirmed pre-screened 

Member or Market Participant shall make application for approval 

to obtain CEII used in the transmission planning process in 

accordance with the procedures posted on the SPP website. 

 

c) For those entities that have met the CEII requirements in Section 

VII.8.b of this Attachment O, the Transmission Provider shall 

provide password protected access to CEII information related to 

the SPP Transmission Expansion Plan and the underlying studies 

and models via the SPP website. 

 

d) The Transmission Provider shall follow the guidelines set forth by 

the Commission to flag data which shall be treated as CEII 

sensitive.   
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